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Rationale and Objectives for
Ecological Resettlement in China

= Rationale for ER: environmental degradation, poor people to be relocated.

= Objectives for ER: Generally, “to preserve or to protect environments, to recover
damaged ecosystems, to reduce and eliminate poverty, or to develop the economy”.
(State Commission of Development and Reform PRC,2001 [E % /& 2(Z 2001)

= 2000-2005, Western Development Stradegy, ER 700,000 resettled from poverty regions.
There will be 7 million people would be relocated in next 10yrs.
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ER’s rationale & objectives in Qinghal

Research project: Ecological resettlement (ER) in the source area of
three rivers /Sanjiangyuan Area(Changjiang River, Yellow River and
Meikong River, Qinhai-Tibetan Plateau/the third pole of the world),
funded by the Ford Foundation,2008-2010.

National Sanjiangyuan Nature Reserve Project since 2003, ( investment:
RMB 7.5 billion/ more than $1 billion, among which ER takes up 10%).
According to the plan, 55.773 Pastoralists, 10% of the total population
In the Sanjiangyuan Area, will be relocated.

In Sanjiangyuan Project, the ER purposes are: “1) to restore ecological
functions as soon as possible,2) to promote sustainable development
and harmonious existence between human and nature, 3)for the farmers
and herdsmen to achieve comfortable living standard.”



Latest report on the ER In Qinghali &

Latest official news---

= “Since 2003, nearly 50,000 herders have been relocated
to town communities, giving up nomadism which they had
depended on for living for generations. This is the largest
scale of migration in the history of the Qinghai-Tibetan
Plateau.” (Source: Xinhua News Agency Net, October
28th, 2009) “r12003¢ sk, it L4757 4 FMET— H7 4 92009410 7 28

= All Tibetan herders in Qinghai province who have not yet
‘settled down’ — over 530,000 people — will now be settled
(urbanized) within the next five years (Source: People’s

Daily, 11 March 2009) kst s ABus3 0 A — (AR HHR)
200943 H11H



Research Findings-1: &
Change of ER policy =

= “Ecological protective migration”, Tibetan herders’
resettlement is followed the demand of the government and
moved to towns from pastoral area. Government provide
free house and compensation(Yuan6000-8000/per ‘
household, $ 1000 /year/per hsd.) BURFE L 5 4L 57,
4141 316000 —8000 7T

= At the very beginning, The policy of ER is a forced
removal”, however, it changed later to “Government
Initiative, People decide vouluntlely ”,due to local people’s
argue against. ], —VLIHAIESIER, BUFARETG]
B, HED THRRKRPL S “BUNGlS, B



Research Findings-2: Three types of the
eco-migrants in Qinghai 5

Three types of the eco-migrants:

A. first are those herders who used to be poor in pastoral area, named
“lack of livestock family” and “no livestock family”, who make up 70%
of the population of migrant village;

B. the second are the families who have already accumulated some wealth,
they did business in the pastoral area, or are cadres of village, with many
yaks and sheep at home, named “rich family”, who make up 10% of the
population of the migrants. This part of the people hope to end the nomadic
life and become townsman through migration project;

C. The third type of families are about 20%, who has to support their
children to get education, they sell out all the things in the pastoral area and
move to town, named “education-brought migrant”.
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Research Findings-3: income rate and its categories of
eco-migrants

Governmental compensation income, 46.3%, q‘uan6000-8000/per household, $1100
lyear/per hsd.) BURF M (ZEHGE B mBER AN SN, 1546.3%)

Seasonal migrant workers income: 29.4% (Z= 44T TN, 7—10H, 29.4%)
Caterpillar fungus economy, 13.8% (#ZHEILAN, 1513.8% )

Others, 11.5%(CHABMAZ DHUNR MG HALA . #eg2 5 BN, e FREUN

Ror . BIEAE).

Income categories of households #iTH R K BEW AR CHISIRON, 2008 4F)
1) below ¥ 1,000, 77.1% (J10007cLL b, 477.1%)
2)¥1,000-2,000, 17.1% (H1000—20007C, (77.1%)

3) above ¥ 2,000, 5.8% (H2000 cbA L[, 55.8% )

Source: DU Fachun, fieldwork research, 2008-2009.
Samples:102 Tibetan herders in five relocated villages
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Research Findings-4: Unemployment and Employment

Categories of Eco-migrants: Case of Germud Village

= Unemployment rate: 70%o, jobless.

= Seasonal employment by community: 76 persons, ¥ 900/month.2-3 months a year. Including:
1)Mani stone carving(30 persons), ¥ 600 /month,
2) short term construction site(35 persons).
3)Dancing team performance,20 people.

= Self-employment:
1). “caterpillar fungus economy”, 300 persons, Yuan3000-4000/each, May-June, two months.

2) Trade business of yak & sheep : 11 persons, drivers of yak to Lassa from Qinghai.
Yuan100,000 for each.

3) Trade of Tibetan mastiff/dog : 5 persons, ¥ 5,000-15,000.
4)grocer stores: 22 in total, ¥ 300/month/per store.
5)Retuneers of herders, to help relatives in pastoral/old home.

6) Drivers of Taxi, tractor and disable motor , 5 persons, ¥ 500/month, usually from village to
downtown of Germud.

7) Needleman/dressmaker of Tibetan clothes,3 persons. ¥ 200/month, decreasing------
8) others------
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Conclusion and Future Research

Conclusion: Tibetan eco-migrants are marginalized who employment rate
reaches 70% due to lack of skills to the integration/adaptation to city/town
life, they facing challenges after removal. Clearly, the relocation of Tibetan
herders from their traditional lands raises several key issues. In particular,
the ecological rationale for this policy and the implications for those being
resettled require careful examination. ER policy need to be improved.

Future Research Proposed

---Possible alternatives that not relocating herders but to achieve the
balance between the grassland, animal and people? 7£ A% K KT L
TR, P E R A RIGRE Wik

----Potential Action Plan: “Revolving Sheep Bank Project,
Grassland-Based Cooperatives Project in Qinghai-Tibetan
Plateau " AKA78h 11K “HOlAR T, FEHLESA/EFE" 15056
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